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A Divided Republic
Nation, State and Citizenship 
in Contemporary France

Emile Chabal

This book is an original and sophisticated 
historical interpretation of contemporary 
French political culture. Until now, there 
have been few attempts to understand the 
political consequences of the profound 
geopolitical, intellectual and economic 
changes that France has undergone since 
the 1970s. However, Emile Chabal’s detailed 
study shows how passionate debates over 
citizenship, immigration, colonial memory, 
the reform of the state and the historiography 
of modern France have galvanised the French 
elite and created new spaces for discussion 
and disagreement. Many of these debates 
have coalesced around two political languages 
– republicanism and liberalism – both of 
which structure the historical imagination 
and the symbolic vocabulary of French 
political actors. The tension between these two 
political languages has become the central 
battleground of contemporary French politics. 
It is around these two poles that politicians, 
intellectuals and members of France’s 
vast civil society have tried to negotiate 
the formidable challenges of ideological 
uncertainty and a renewed sense of global 
insecurity.

Emile Chabal is a Chancellor’s Fellow in 
History at the University of Edinburgh.

‘This is an outstanding and ground-breaking 
book. It provides a powerful and persuasive 
account of the transformation of the modern 
French intellectual landscape, and the 
emergence of new patterns of republican and 
liberal thought. The analysis is rich, nuanced, 
and sophisticated, and Chabal provides us 
with the essential keys to understanding 
contemporary French political debates.’
Sudhir Hazareesingh, University of Oxford

‘Emile Chabal demonstrates with great 
perspicacity how, since the end of the 1970s, 
a newly revived French republicanism came 
to prominence amidst the ruins of the grand 
ideologies of the “Trente Glorieuses”. His 
analysis is compelling and he successfully 
steers clear of the tired confrontation 
between (neo-)liberal apologists and those 
nostalgic for a lost France of revolutionary 
passion.’
Christophe Prochasson, Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes en Sciences Sociales

‘After Marxism, what next? A Divided 
Republic is an outstanding integrative study 
that brightly illuminates both the republican 
and liberal turns of French political 
culture since the 1970s, with an impressive 
combination of political and intellectual 
history. As a guide to the territory, Emile 
Chabal is as insightful as he is informed, and 
has achieved the best available treatment of 
a complex set of developments.’
Samuel Moyn, Harvard University
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